NEW YORK BLACK LIBRARIANS CAUCUS (NYBLC)

Minutes of January 17, 2009 Meeting


The meeting was held at the Bronx Library Center, New York Public Library, 310 East Kingsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10458.

In attendance: Kay Bannerman-Martin, Stanton Biddle, Tracy Crawford, Lisa Ellis, Victoria Hill, Anthony Loum, Lassana Magassa, Benita McCray, Enyinnaya Okezie, and Denise Lyles.

The meeting was called in to order at 11:35 with the introduction of Karen Chilton the author of Hazel Scott by Kay Bannerman-Martin.

The meeting was officially called into order by President Anthony Loum at 11:57am. 

Attendees introduce themselves. The president welcomes new attendees and thanks the outgoing officers for their service.

The agenda was approved with amendments (addition of treasurers report).

November 15, 2008 Meeting Minutes

Approved with amendments

· President's Report:  No report.

· Next Meeting: Question about location for July 11 and November 21, 2009. Grand Army Plaza; May 16, 2009 should read Queens Public Library OR Harlem Branch

· Jazz Brunch Committee: Brenda Bentt-Peters will chair the Jazz Brunch Committee

· Announcements: Sherrie Young provided the Enyi with literature from the National Book Foundation. 

Presidents Report

President Loum indicated that most of the 2008 scholarship recipients along with library and non-library professionals attended the holiday party in December, making it a very successful event. During the event, membership forms to all attendees (non-library and library folks).

Loum a strong supporter of BCALA indicated that a request for volunteers to help plan the conference has been sent. Loum will forward request to the listserv.  The 2009 BCALA Conference will be held in Alabama.

Treasurers Report

Three reports provided by the treasurer (Revision 11/15 and 1/17 treasurers report and jazz brunch). 

Treasurers report accepted with amendments.

Committee Updates

Fundraising Committee Report

Tickets have been reserved for Zoomen and the Sign (March 3 – April 19). Tickets $20.00/e. NYBLC will attach a 10.00 fee for the Donna Hokes scholarship fund. Tickets will sell for 30.00

Potential dates: March 28, 2009 or April 4, 2009. Committee took at tally among those in attendance, a majority selected evening (7pm).  Approximately 50 tickets will be purchased for each show.  

Fundrasing committee stated that they were also looking into purchasing tickets to DanceAfrica which will be held in May.

Jazz Brunch Committee Report

Enyi provided the Jazz Brunch financial report. Madeline will be serving as co-chair in 2009. 

Committee reviewed 2008 survey exploring what went well and what could be improved and will use the findings to help plan 2009 event. 

For 2009 the committee is exploring changing the type of music (Motown, Soca, etc.) played at the event.  There is interest in in inviting group called, Bartlett Contemporaries. Victoria described them as a talented group that can play music across several genres. 

The next Jazz Brunch committee meeting is scheduled for February 4 or 5. Additional volunteers are encouraged to attend. . 

Membership

This time 47 people. Lassana and Stanton will work together to send renewal letters/invoices via email. 

Constitution and Bylaws Committee Report

No report.

Programming Committee Report

· Web 2.0: Madeline discussed holding a program using current library school students to facilitate a discussion on the uses on current technology. 

· Pew: will be give a free webinar on Jan. 29, 2009. Will be held between 2pm – 3pm.

· Harlem Book Fair: Registration by Marc 27, 2009 250.00. After March 27, 2009 325.00. The book fair will be held on July 18, 2009 between 11am and 6pm.  

Lisa suggested that the NYBLC create palm cards to distribute at the Harlem Book Fair. 

Public Relations Committee Report

· Lassana will continue making improvements to the website. 

· President Loum will provide updated text to replace the president's message current on the website. 

· Donna Hokes pamphlets will be revised. 

· Suggestions was made to locate and include photos of Donna Hokes on revised pamphlets. 

· Suggested that we do something that is aligned with Donna Hokes passion. (read-in). 

· Lassana work with Madeline to upload Jazz Brunch Journal to the website. 

· Lisa Ellis and Lassana Magassa will work on creating a facebook page for the NYBLC.

Scholarship Committee Report

· Paula Menziez along with Madeline Ford will serve as is co-chair. Madeline sent email to committee members regarding changing some of the interview questions. 

· Knowledge of books and other media. 

· Information literacy.

· Lassana will look into creating electronic forms for the 2009 scholarship application. 

Mentoring; Shayna, member of caucus interested in becoming librarian in the area of Africana studies. Thinking about creating a discussion group or blog. 

Scholarship Allocation for 2009

The process by which money is earmarked for the Donna Hokes scholarship fund was clarified. Madeline proposal that a $6000.00 be earmarked for the 2009 DH scholarship fund (3 scholarships at 2000.00/p) was approved. 
Current jazz brunch funds: $4718.00; $1282.00 will be transferred from the general budget to the jazz brunch fund. 

Unfinished Business

· Motion to hold Spring Fling in June by Vicky to recruit additional members and inform them about the profession. 

· Lassana and Lisa have volunteered to work with Vicky to plan the spring fling. Proposed dates: 6, 13, and 20. 

New Business

· Suggested by Betty Davis. Is caucus interested in working with a school librarian in Brooklyn to help establish a garden.  

· Question about whether or not we are going to involve ourselves in advocacy work. Should we advocate on behalf of NYPL library administrators. 

Announcements

Group in Harlem are gathering people. Stanton passed information along to the caucus. 

Dorris Whithers, is running the Genographic Project designed to help interested persons learn about their paternal ancestry. 

Next meeting: March 21, 2009: Queens Public Library – Langston Hughes Library  

Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 1:39PM. 

Respectfully submitted,

Lassana Magassa

Secretary

New York Black Librarians Caucus

