NEW YORK BLACK LIBRARIANS CAUCUS (NYBLC)

Minutes of September 20, 2008 Meeting

The meeting was held at the Business Library, Cadman Plaza Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library, 280 Cadman Plaza West at Tillary Street, Brooklyn NY 11201.  
In attendance: Stanton Biddle, Madeline Ford, Connie Freeman, Victoria Hill, Anthony Loum, Edwin Maxwell, Enyi Okezie and Brenda Benett-Peters

The meeting was called into order at 11:45 by president Loum.

The agenda was approved as presented

July 12, 2008 Meeting Minutes

Will be discussed at the November 15, 2008 meeting.

Treasurer’s Report

Numbers on Treasurer’s report accepted as presented. 

President’s Report

Harlem Book Fair: President Loum felt that the Harlem Bookfair was a wonderful public relations (PR) event for the NYBLC and was very successful this year. Loum utilized all materials (banner, handouts, poster board, etc.) provided. There were many attendees that took time to speak with the NYBLC members present, some of whom joined or made donations. Anthony will email photos from bookfair to Lassana. Donna Hill stopped by booth. 

He thanked the members that attended and sat a the booth for allocated amounts of time and mentioned that in he would have liked to see more member’s present at the event. The membership came to the consensus that the NYBLC should participate in the event in future years. Although it is not an income generator it is terrific for PR. 
Suggestion for next years Harlem Book Fair: 

· Remind NYBLC membership that we will have a table.

· Encourage their involvement. 

Committee Updates
Membership Committee Report

There was been two online registration forms that have been forwarded to Stanton, who is unclear about whether the money is being sent to the PO Box or the PayPal account. Clarification is necessary.

There are currently 43 registered members. Renewal forms were included in scholarship lunch journals. Some additional ones will be distributed at the scholarship presentation meeting scheduled for November 15, 2008, to help maintain and grow current membership.

Fundrasing Committee Report

Signature Theater doing another run. Cost $20.00. Not difficult to do. Caucus interested in participating again. Home is being held between November and January 2009. 

Constitution and Bylaws Committee Report

No report

Programming Committee Report

Madeline will be planning the 2009 events calendar. Lassana is willing to facilitate targeted workshops. It needs to be determined where the workshops will be held. Need space with appropriate equipment. 

Public Relations

Victoria mentioned that she would like to see the Caucus implement formal mentoring program, a topic mentioned by Lassana in the past. With economic woes, some felt now may be a great time to do this. The audience was informed that the scholarship committee agreed to take on the project.  They intended on matching up scholarship applicants and recipients with a mentor.  Madeline will check on the status of this with scholarship committee.  

Scholarship Committee Report
On Saturday, November 15, 2008 the scholarship awards will be distributed. Boombox will be brought to provide entertainment. Madeline will create and distribute flier.

Scholarship committee requested $500.00 to cover any costs related to the scholarship awards ceremony. Request approved by Caucus; Scholarship application deadline needs to be changed to October 15, 2008.  

Lassana setup an email address (scholarship@nyblc.org), where interested candidates can send emails, which will be forwarded to the appropriate committee members. The current chair of the Scholarship Committee encouraged members to get the word out about the scholarship.

Jazz Brunch Committee

Victoria reviewed the logistics for the Jazz Luncheon scheduled for Sunday September 28.
A request was put in for American Airlines to donate the two tickets. Victoria has had great difficulties getting in contact with them regarding the two tickets to be raffled off at the jazz luncheon.  As backup she will put forth her own personal miles to cover the raffle prize. Members discussed the decision to put the prize on the raffle tickets before having the tickets confirmed and available. 

$2,700.00 (est.) in ads is expected. Cost of creating the journal ($1,800) has been covered and profit made.

Unfinished Business:
2008/2009 Meeting Schedule:

November 15, 2008: NYPL – Harlem Branch
January 17, 2009: NYPL-Bronx Library Center
March 21, 2009: QPL-Langston Hughes
May 16, 2009: QPL-Flushing Library
July 11, 2009: BPL – Central Library
September 19, 2009: BPL 

November 21, 2009: BPL 

Elections

Elections will be held in November. Chair will be contacted and informed that the positions that need to be filled include: 

· Corresponding Secretary

· Treasurer 

· Vice President – One year

New Business

Schomburg Library: Betty Davis sent email that talked about the potential closing of Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture.  Email stated interested parties (NYBLC) should contact Paul LaClair, President of Library and Howard Dodson, Chief of Center to go on record about the status of the library. 

There are rumors of off the record negotiations between politicians and the NYPL that will allow the library to remain autonomous. 

Stanton will draft letter to Paul and Howard on behalf of the NYBLC asking the New York Public Library to clarify its plans for the Schomburg Center.   
Announcements

Stanton has begun a new job. He is responsible for the Middle States Accreditation Review for Baruch College.  The effort will include a comprehensive self study involving faculty, students and alumni, and a visit by an External Review committee from other institutions. 

On December 7, 2008 the NYBLC holiday event will be held at the BPL

Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 1:45PM. 

Respectfully submitted,

Lassana Magassa

Secretary

New York Black Librarians Caucus

